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CHEMICALS 

➢ REACH 

• Publication of work documents and follow-up documents to the 40th CARACAL Meeting 

(29-30 June 2021) 

Source: European Commission 

As mentioned in the previous EU Monitoring Reports, the next Meeting of Competent 

Authorities for REACH and CLP (CARACAL) took place on 29-30 June. A revised draft agenda of 

the meeting can be found HERE. A series of support documents to the meeting was made 

available over the past weeks.  

Additional work documents for the meeting were published during the last week: 

• Report on the operation of REACH and CLP, HERE 

• Presentation of the Annex I of the REACH Restrictions Roadmap, HERE. 

The European Commission also published the List of Actions to undertake as a follow-up to 

CARACAL-40, HERE.  

 

• Draft opinion and consultation on the restriction of PFHxA, its salts and related 

substances 

Source: ECHA 

One of the main points to the agenda of the RAC (Risk Analysis Committee) and SEAC (Socio-

Economic Analysis Committee) meetings held in June was related to Germany’s proposal to 

restrict Undecarfluorohexanoic acid (PFHxA), its salts and substances, through an Annex XV 

dossier procedure. PFHxA can be found in a wide range of products, including building 

materials. 

RAC considers that the proposed restriction would be effective in reducing emissions of PFHxA 

and the related risks. SEAC agreed its draft opinion on the costs and benefits of the proposal 

for society. The consolidated opinion of both committees is expected to be ready by the end 

of 2021. 

ECHA published the SEAC draft opinion on the topic. ECHA also released the background 

document on the opinion presented to the RAC and SEAC members. Finally, they uploaded a 

series of general comments and answers to specific information requests received from 

stakeholders.  

ECHA has now opened a consultation in order to collect comments on the draft opinion of the 

SEAC, until 7 September 2021. All the documents mentioned above and the link to submit 

comments are available through the link above.  

 

• EEB contribution to the Inception Impact Assessment on the revision of REACH 

Regulation 

Source: European Environmental Bureau 

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/789f5cfa-46cf-4a60-9b94-0a5b94ccee71/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/668830a5-94b7-40a0-9c4f-dd603b955d5f/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/a96d6393-6305-4dfb-b2fb-5e3359ea261e/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/842c396f-d687-48e5-8720-9be4c421a808/details
https://echa.europa.eu/restrictions-under-consideration/-/substance-rev/25419/term
https://eeb.org/library/eeb-contribution-to-the-inception-impact-assessment-on-the-revision-of-reach-regulation-to-help-achieve-a-toxic-free-environment/
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As reported in the EU Monitoring Report of 29 Apr – 4 May 2021, the European Commission 

had launched a public consultation on the Revision of REACH Regulation, supporting its 

ambition to reach zero pollution for a toxic-free environment. This consultation aimed to 

gather stakeholders’ views on the Inception Impact Assessment made by the European 

Commission in order to define the aspects to consider in the revision process. The consultation 

closed on 1 June 2021.  

The European Environmental Bureau made available its contribution to the consultation. In its 

position, the EEB states that it “strongly supports the strengthening of REACH to make it more 

efficient, accelerate and trigger more effective protection, reduce burden on the authorities 

and instead, place the burden on the companies making economic profit from the 

manufacture, use and import of (hazardous) chemicals.” For them, the REACH revision must 

be focused on:  

1. Improving protection of people and the environment against hazardous chemicals 

by reducing human and environmental exposure to hazardous chemicals  

2. Speeding up the risk assessment and risk management processes  

3. Making implementation of regulatory controls less burdensome for the authorities.  

They provide feedback on three main aspects to consider in the revision process: the 

evaluation, the authorisation and the restriction processes.  

You can find the full contribution through the link above. You can also find more information 

about the consultation HERE.  

 

• NGO letter to members of the REACH Committee (24-25 June 2021) 

Source: European Environmental Bureau 

As mentioned in the EU Monitoring Report of 4-10 June 2021, the REACH Committee met on 

24-25 June 2021.  

A consortium of NGOs (CHEMTrust, EEB, HEAL, ClientEarth) sent a joint letter to the Members 

of the REACH Committee ahead of the meeting. In the letter, they give their comments to the 

following agenda points:  

• Agenda point 12: Plastic planet review report for DEHP 

• Agenda point 13: Identification of Resorcinol as a substance of very high concern 

• Agenda point 16: Annexes VI to X amendment on information requirements 

You can read the full content of the letter through the link above. You can also preview the 

meeting’s agenda HERE. 

 

• Stakeholder survey on applications for authorisation 

Source: ECHA 

ECHA has launched a survey asking stakeholders for their feedback on the implementation of 

the application and opinion-making process for REACH authorisations. 

This general stakeholder survey aims to give all interested parties an opportunity to share their 

views and to help ECHA identify ways to improve the application and opinion-making processes 

as well as the resulting opinions. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12959-Chemicals-legislation-revision-of-REACH-Regulation-to-help-achieve-a-toxic-free-environment_en
https://eeb.org/library/ngo-letter-to-members-of-the-reach-committee-24-25-june-2021/
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/074016/1/consult?lang=en
https://link.webropolsurveys.com/Participation/Public/59ce2758-3f81-454a-b4fc-5a91547a2b35?displayId=Fin2318593&questionsAnsweredByUrlParam=_cldee%3DYXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t%26recipientid%3Dlead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-b45f30fb5a50464687a62d713dbbcda5%26esid%3D466e3036-f6de-eb11-812c-005056b9310e
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The survey is open until 23 August 2021. You can find more information about the survey and 

response to it through the link above.  

 

• Note on the critical aspects for designing and conducted extended one-generation 

reproductive toxicity (EOGRT) studies under REACH 

Source : ECHA 

Currently, experts from ECHA and 10 Member States are evaluating the study reports of 

EOGRT studies for an ongoing EOGRT review project to analyse specific aspects relating to the 

performance of the study with respect to design, conduct and toxicological findings. 

The analysis of EOGRT studies started in May 2021 and, to date, 12 cases have been evaluated. 

Although the project is at an early stage, critical issues have been identified in terms of how 

the EOGRT studies were designed and conducted.  

The issues can compromise data analysis and may raise questions over compliance 

or requests for further studies if there is a concern. ECHA encourages registrants and test 

laboratories to consider the issues and improve ongoing and future EOGRT studies 

accordingly.  

The full note is available through the link above.  

 

➢ Biocides 

• Article 95 list has been updated and includes new suppliers of biocides  

Source: ECHA  

As a reminder, ECHA is responsible for the publication of the list of relevant substances and 

the respective substance and product suppliers, in accordance with Article 95 of the Biocidal 

Products Regulation (BPR). The purpose of this list is to “ensure the equal treatment of persons 

placing active substances on the market”.  

The list was last updated on 7 July. The following change occurred:  

• Active chlorine released from hypochlorous acid for PT2 and PT5 submitted by Briotech 

European Operations Oy (FI) (Acting for Briotech Inc (US)). 

 

https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13630/critical_eogrts_info_en.pdf/3968d81b-51f0-a114-5246-8919954a5efc?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210707&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-b45f30fb5a50464687a62d713dbbcda5&esid=466e3036-f6de-eb11-812c-005056b9310e
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/27434452/art_95_list_en.pdf/c752c5ae-358c-e84b-652a-fb98106dfe8e
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SUSTAINABILITY 

➢ Health 

• Occupational exposure limits: calls for evidence for PAHs and welding fumes 

Source: ECHA  

The call for evidence on polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) aims to identify and assess 

the most appropriate approach for monitoring different PAHs and collecting relevant data on 

monitoring approaches. 

The one on welding fumes and fumes from other processes (such as plasma cutting and air 

carbon arc gouging that generate fumes in a way that is similar to welding) aims to gather 

relevant data on identification and processes, but also on exposure, health effects, toxicology, 

epidemiology and modes of action. 

This information will help ECHA to draft the related scoping studies. 

The deadline for comments is 3 September 2021. You can find more information and give your 

comments through the link above.  

 

➢ Safety 

• Responsible Care’s Self-Assessment Webtool for the chemicals management by 

companies 

Source: Cefic 

Launched in 1985, Responsible Care is the global chemical industry’s voluntary initiative, which 

– beyond legislative and regulatory compliance – commits companies, national chemical 

industry associations and their partners to: 

• Continuously improve the environmental, health, safety and security knowledge and 

performance of our technologies, processes and products over their life cycles so as to 

avoid harm to people and the environment. 

• Use resources efficiently and minimise waste. 

• Report openly on performance, achievements and shortcomings. 

• Listen, engage and work with people to understand and address their concerns and 

expectations. 

• Cooperate with governments and organisations in the development and 

implementation of effective regulations and standards, and to meet or go beyond 

them. 

• Provide help and advice to foster the responsible management of chemicals by all those 

who manage and use them along the product chain. 

Cefic’s role is to promote Responsible Care in Europe and to ensure consistency of 

implementation by national member federations.  

Responsible Care developed a Self-Assessment webtool, which aims at supporting companies 

to improve the safe production, handling and use of chemicals across supply chains. The Self-

https://echa.europa.eu/oels-cce-current-consultation?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210707&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-b45f30fb5a50464687a62d713dbbcda5&esid=466e3036-f6de-eb11-812c-005056b9310e
https://cefic.org/media-corner/newsroom/discover-the-responsible-care-self-assessment-webtool-watch-the-video/


EU Monitoring Report 1-8 July 2021   6 

 

Assessment tool was enhanced and transformed into a digital webtool at the end of 

2020. Responsible care released a teaser video introducing the features of its Self-Assessment 

webtool. 

You can have a look at the video and find more information on this initiative through the link 

above. 

 

➢ Environment 

• New EU environmental norms for the chemical industry 

Source: European Commission 

The establishment of new environmental criteria affecting the emissions to air of around 5.000 

chemical installations concluded on 2 July. Among other relevant aspects to reduce emissions 

to air arising from the chemical sector in Europe, the proposal includes stricter binding levels 

for volatile organic compounds (VOC), with particular attention to carcinogenic or toxic 

substances.   

Led by the European Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Bureau (EIPPCB) of the EU 

Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) of Seville, this technical working group has concluded 

on, among other issues, proposals for new emission standards for 29 key air pollutants of the 

chemical industry sector. 

Member States will have to approve this proposal before its formal adoption by the European 

Commission in the coming months. After its publication, the document will become the new 

environmental reference for the chemical sector. The national environmental competent 

authorities will have a strict 4-year period to update the environmental permits of the existing 

chemical installations concerned to align to the new norm. 

This means that around 5.000 chemical installations in Europe will have to review and adjust 

their procedures and operating conditions. Through the link above, you can find the main 

findings and detailed explanation on the new norms to come.  

 

➢ Water 

• Event: SIWI World Water Week 2021 (23-27 August 2021) 

Source: World Water Week 

This year, the Week will be held as a full-scale digital event on 23-27 August. The theme of the 

week will be “Building Resilience Faster”. In 2021, World Water Week focuses on the major 

transformations that need to take place if we are to achieve the Sustainable Development 

Goals and slash carbon emissions. Therefore, the event aims at developing solutions to 

address climate change and other water-related challenges.  

All the conferences will be held online. Registration is now open. You can find more information 

about the event and register through the link above.  

 

➢ Consumers 

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/news/new-eu-environmental-norms-chemical-industry
https://www.worldwaterweek.org/
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• Public consultation on the revision of the General Product Safety Directive 

Source: European Commission  

As mentioned in the last EU Monitoring Report, the European Commission has proposed on 

30 June the revisions of two sets of EU rules to enhance consumer rights: the General Product 

Safety Directive and the EU rules on consumer credit to safeguard consumers. The 

Commission wants to reinforce its safety net for EU consumers, for example, by making sure 

that dangerous products are recalled from the market or that credit offers are presented to 

consumers in a clear way, easily readable on digital devices. 

Following this announcement, the European Commission opened on 1 July a public 

consultation in order to gather the views of the stakeholders on the revised General Product 

Safety Regulation proposal. 

The General Product Safety Regulation will address risks related to these new technology 

products, such as cybersecurity risks, and to online shopping by, introducing product safety 

rules for online marketplaces. It will ensure that all products reaching EU consumers, through 

online marketplaces or from the neighbourhood shop, are safe, whether coming from within 

the EU or from outside. The new Regulation will make certain that marketplaces fulfil their 

duties so that consumers do not end up with dangerous products in their hands. 

The consultation is open until 3 September 2021. You can find more information about it and 

contribute directly through the link above. 

 

➢ Energy efficiency 

• EU bets on energy savings, greener buildings to meet climate target 

Source: Euractiv 

This article is based on a draft document seen by Reuters, in which it appears that the 

European Union will require countries to renovate energy-guzzling buildings faster and meet 

tougher targets on energy savings as part of its drive to meet its climate goals. 

To achieve the climate goals, the European Commission is planning to update the energy 

efficiency directive, which includes targets for building renovation and the energy efficiency 

standards they should meet. 

The draft proposal seen by Reuters would also require countries to implement measures to 

cut their final energy consumption by 1.5% each year from 2024 to 2030, nearly doubling the 

current requirement of 0.8%. That could be achieved by better insulating buildings or installing 

more energy efficient heating and cooling systems. 

However, the proposal is not set in stone and could change before it is due to be published 

on 14 July as part of a bumper package of EU policies to cut Europe’s greenhouse gas emissions 

faster. That package will also include a new CO2 pricing system for transport and heating 

buildings. 

Brussels will propose minimum energy performance standards for buildings later this year that 

could oblige building owners to upgrade properties before putting them up for rent and offer 

financial support to help them do so. 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12466-General-Product-Safety-Directive-review_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/eu-bets-on-energy-savings-greener-buildings-to-meet-climate-target-draft/
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• Upcoming events on research and innovation for heat pumps 

Source: EU Agenda 

On 28 July, the event untitled “Matchmaking Heat Pumps and Stakeholders: Research, 

Innovation and Projects” will take place.  

This workshop has two purposes:  

1. To present the lifecycle of heat-pumps while providing comprehensive and easy-to-

understand answers to current and future factors that influence: the demand (from 

the end user perspective), design, manufacturing, installation, maintenance, as well 

as, the replacement and future upgrading. 

2. To matchmake research, innovation and relevant stakeholders with upcoming EU 

funded project calls ( Horizon Europe, LIFE Programme). 

You can find more details and register to the event HERE. 

 

Another event related to heat pumps will take place on 6 October. Called “Green heating and 

cooling workshop: Heat pump RD&I in EU projects”, it is organised by an EU-funded project 

called REWARDHeat. The event wants to  to demonstrate a new generation of low-temperature 

district heating and cooling networks, which will be able to recover renewable and waste heat, 

available at low temperature.  

Registration link and additional information about this event can be found HERE.  

 

• Industry: European electricity grid can handle 50 million heat pumps 

Source: Euractiv 

An industry coalition bringing together the CEOs of 13 major energy groups or trade 

associations such as Spain’s Iberdrola, Italy’s Enel and France’s EDF wrote an open letter to the 

European Commission, stating that the electrification of heating “is a reliable solution towards 

a zero Emission Europe”.  

According to them, electric heat pumps can be deployed on a large scale in Europe without 

jeopardising grid stability while allowing greater integration of renewable energy sources and 

improving energy efficiency in buildings. Switching fossil fuel boilers to electric heat pumps will 

reduce final energy consumption in buildings by more than 66%, and reduce heating-related 

CO2 emissions by at least 60%, potentially bringing them close to zero, the coalition said. They 

also point out that large-scale roll-out of electric heat pumps in Europe “will not jeopardise the 

security of supply of electricity, not now and not in the future.” 

“Electric heat pumps are three times more efficient than gas boilers and, will therefore be a 

major contributor to energy efficiency, while at the same time being an important source of 

renewable heating and cooling with no exhaust emissions,” the group said in a statement. 

However, some barriers remain at the European level, notable the higher level of taxes applied 

to electricity compared to heating fuels. 

You can find the full content of the letter through the link above. 

https://euagenda.eu/events/2021/07/28/matchmaking-heat-pumps-and-stakeholders-research-innovation-and-projects
https://euagenda.eu/events/2021/10/06/green-heating-and-cooling-workshop-heat-pump-rdi-in-eu-projects
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/industry-european-electricity-grid-can-handle-50-million-heat-pumps/

