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CHEMICALS 

➢ REACH 

• Final Draft Agenda of the 58th RAC meeting (7-10 and 13-17 September) 

Source: ECHA 

The next meeting of the Committee for Risk Assessment will take place on 7-10 and 13-17 

September 2021. Relevant points on the agenda are:  

- Restriction on Annex XV dossiers 

- Opinion development on restriction (PFHxA) 

- General authorisation issues 

- Authorisation applications. 

 

• Consultation on information requirements for endocrine disruption 

Source: ECHA 

The European Commission has commissioned a study to gather information for an impact 

assessment on updating REACH annexes to include data requirements on endocrine 

disruption. The input will help the Commission understand the potential impacts of two 

proposed options for introducing standard information requirements for endocrine disruptors 

to REACH Annexes VII-X. 

Despite significant improvements in our understanding and regulation of endocrine 

disruptors, there remains a need to update the EU approach in order to ensure that it 

continues to build on existing knowledge and coherently address these substances 

throughout the chemical legislative framework. The 2020 Fitness Check on Endocrine 

Disruptors noted that questions had been raised by stakeholders on the overall coherence of 

the EU legal framework in relation to EDCs. 

To meet the ambition of Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability to ensure sufficient and 

appropriate information for identification of endocrine disruptors, the Commission proposes 

to update: 

• Annex I - General provisions for assessing substances and preparing chemical safety 

reports 

• Annex VIII-X – Standard information requirements for substances manufactured or 

imported 

Before the potential revision of the REACH Annexes, the Commission following its guidelines 

on Better Regulation conducts an Impact Assessment of the relevant regulatory options. The 

purpose of this consultation is to gather the views of key stakeholders on the costs and 

benefits of including in REACH standard information requirements for endocrine disruption. 

The deadline for comments is set on 8 October 2021. 

 

https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/2200970/rac58_agenda_web.pdf/c9195e86-0a6e-40ba-b9d3-3b2482405865?t=1624972916005
https://survey.alchemer.eu/s3/90370480/EDC-Targeted-Consultation?_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-3afe2ba8e1f94f61aeae8c64ce44bfb3&esid=87ca6718-8405-ec11-812f-005056b9310e
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• Clarification to degradation and mutagenicity testing under REACH 

Source: ECHA 

ECHA clarifies the rules on accepting adaptations to degradation testing and requiring 

combined studies for mutagenicity. Companies need to take these changes into account when 

deciding whether to update their registration.  

Exposure-based adaptations can be considered if human or environmental exposure is absent 

or so low that additional hazard information will not lead to improved risk management. For 

all adaptations, adequate justification and documentation is needed, taking the whole lifecycle 

of the substance into account. 

For mutagenicity, a combined comet assay and micronucleus test may also be required for 

substances registered above one tonne per year under Annex VII to REACH. This combined 

test can also be required from substances registered at REACH annexes VIII, IX and X. 

 

• Meeting note of the Platform for NGO-ECHA Dialogue (27 May) 

Source: ECHA 

During this Platform’s Dialogue, NGOs and ECHA were invited to exchange views on:  

- The Five Year Report on the operations of REACH and CLP 

- Improving the REACH authorisation process. 

The document contains the minutes of the meeting.  

 

➢ Biocides 

• Report of the 2nd Meeting of RAC Working Group on CLH (5-6 July) 

Source: ECHA 

On 5-6 July, the Committee for Risk Assessment Working Group on Harmonised Classification 

and Labelling (RAC-58 CLH WG) met online.  

The relevant points on the agenda were discussions on CLH dossiers, and in particular 

concerning silver used in biocidal products such as disinfectants and algaecides not intended 

for direct application to humans or animals. 

The report contains the minutes of the meeting’s discussions.  

 

• Revised Draft Agenda of the next Biocides Working Group Meeting (7-17 September) 

Source: ECHA  

The Biocides Working Group Meeting will sit in its different configurations between 7-17 

September 2021:  

- Analytical methods and physico-chemical properties Working Group (APCP WG) 

- Human Health Working Group (TOX WG) 

- Environment Working Group (ENV WG) 

- Efficacy Working Group (EFF WG). 

 

https://echa.europa.eu/-/clarification-to-degradation-and-mutagenicity-testing-under-reach?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210825&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-3afe2ba8e1f94f61aeae8c64ce44bfb3&esid=87ca6718-8405-ec11-812f-005056b9310e
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/3562635/meeting_notes_ngo_echa_dialogue_may_2021.pdf/cd9069e5-c4b2-7241-1e5a-fc963d261e31
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/2166400/report_of_the_2nd_meeting_of_the_clhwg_en.pdf/d64acdf4-fe71-4f79-f69f-3a44339f7ad7
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/2167924/wgIII2021_provisional_draft_agenda_en.pdf/05c8470a-a586-ccf3-328e-92e89a540a39
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Relevant points on the agenda are:  

- (APCP WG) Outcome of e-consultations and follow-ups on: 

o Possible co-formulants in sodium chloride as precursor for the active substance 

‘active chlorine generated from sodium chloride by electrolysis’ 

o Substance identification for active chlorine released from sodium hypochlorite 

in case of a change of the pH value 

- (APCP WG) Technical and guidance related issues on physical hazards 

- (all WGs) Discussion on Active substances such as Ozone generated from oxygen 

- (all WGs) Discussions on Union Authorisation for a PT-2 containing hydrogen peroxide. 

You will find through the link above the latest version of the agenda of each working group.  
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SUSTAINABILITY 

➢ Health 

• Study to support the evaluation of the EU Strategic Framework on health and safety at 

work 2014-2020 

Source: European Commission  

The EU Strategic Framework on Health and Safety at Work 2014-2020 (EU Strategic 

Framework) was adopted on 6 June 2014. It was intended to ensure that the European Union 

continues to play a leading role in promoting high standards for working conditions both within 

Europe and internationally. The EU Strategic Framework identified the following three major 

challenges facing the EU with regard to improving health and safety in the workplace:  

• The need to improve implementation of existing health and safety rules, in particular by 

enhancing the capacity of micro and small enterprises (MSEs) to put in place effective and 

efficient risk prevention strategies.  

• The need to improve the prevention of work-related diseases by tackling new and emerging 

risks without neglecting existing risks.  

• The need to consider and take into account the ageing of the EU's workforce. 

The implementation review carried out as part of this study identified clear progress against 

all seven strategic objectives. Specifically, there is evidence of progress under all but one of the 

29 actions identified within the EU Strategic Framework. Similarly, although due to the nature 

of some of the actions they may never be viewed as “completed”, good progress has been 

made against most of them. Indeed, the majority could be viewed as having been achieved as 

envisaged within the reference period. Some actions that were expected to be completed by 

2016 were, however, delayed. The 2017 Communication provided concrete actions with a clear 

timeframe for implementation and was a catalyst for progress in implementation during the 

second half of the reference period. 

In this report, you can find the main findings of the review on the EU Strategic Framework’s 

implementation, as well as a list of priorities that have emerged from the research and 

consultation activities for a potential future Strategic Framework. 

 

• Occupational exposure limits – Call for comments and evidence on cobalt  

Source: ECHA  

ECHA launched a call for evidence on cobalt and inorganic cobalt compounds related to 

scientific evaluation of exposure limits at the workplace. The aim is to gather new scientific 

information on uses, exposure, health effects, toxicology, epidemiology and modes of action 

of this substance. Any other relevant information is also welcome. 

The information will help ECHA in drafting scientific reports related to exposure limits at the 

workplace. The deadline for comments is 19 November 2021.  

https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=738&langId=en&pubId=8413&furtherPubs=yes
https://echa.europa.eu/oels-cce-current-consultation/-/substance-rev/66301/term

