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Chemicals 

➢ REACH 

• Presentation of the EU Chemical strategy with a focus on REACH  

Source: European Commission 

You can find in the link above a PPT presentation given by the EU Commission, presenting the 

EU Chemical Strategy, and focusing on the impact on REACH. 

• Minutes of the 48th meeting of ECHA Committee for Socio-economic Analysis 

(September 2020) 

Source: ECHA 

The Minutes includes items on: PFHxA; Microplastic; PFOA, its salts and PFOA-related 

substances; PFCA, their salts and PFCA-related substances. 

• Review of extended one-generation reproductive toxicity studies   

Source: ECHA 

Next year, ECHA starts to review extended one-generation reproductive toxicity (EOGRT) 

studies that registrants have submitted following a dossier or substance evaluation decision. 

The EOGRT study has been the new information requirement for reproductive toxicity under 

REACH since March 2015. 

The aim is to: 

• analyse the extent to which studies meet the regulatory expectations; 

• inform on potential concerns, such as for endocrine-disrupting properties; and 

• analyse the study expansions (production of the second filial generation, 

developmental neurotoxicity and immunotoxicity) and the relationship with 

regulatory triggers under REACH. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/f31d089f-3a57-4a62-86bc-fabe553d348b/details
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/22838427/SEAC-48+final+minutes/6f8048aa-60c3-b63e-a23a-83060943313e
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 ECHA runs the project with support from Member States. Other stakeholders may also be 

consulted. The final report is expected in 2023. 

• Draft regulation adding endocrine disrupting properties to existing entries: DEHP, 

BBP, DBP, DIBP 

Source: European Commission 

This draft Commission Regulation aims at amending Annex XIV of the REACH Regulation. 

Annex XIV lists the substances which are subject to the authorisation requirement laid down 

in the Regulation. The draft proposes to include  additional properties to some existing entries 

in that Annex, namely: - entry 4 (DEHP): to add endocrine disrupting (ED) properties for the 

environment; - entries 4 to 7 (DEHP, BBP, DBP and DIBP): to add ED properties for human 

health. Once the Regulation is adopted and enters into force, the placing on the market and 

the use of those substances in the EU will only be possible, after the date specified for each 

substance ("sunset date"), for those operators who have been granted an authorisation in 

accordance with Articles 60-64 of REACH, and for those who have submitted an application 

for authorisation before a given date ("latest application date") but a decision has not yet 

been adopted. 

Access the text in the link above and the annex here. 

• Draft agenda of the 2nd Meeting of REACH and CLP Competent Authorities Sub-

Group on Polymers (16 December 2020) 

Source: European Commission 

The group will discuss “ Identification of Polymers Requiring Registration (PRR)”. 

➢ Chemicals management 

• Computational modelling for the sustainable management of chemicals 

Source: EU Commission 

This commentary explores the relevance of computational toxicology and its contribution to 

chemical safety assessment in the context of the broad policy challenges faced by the 

European Union. The state of the European Environment is considered from the perspective 

of chemical contributions to the burden of disease and ecosystem damage. This sets the scene 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://images.chemycal.com/Media/Files/TBT/20_7250_00_e.pdf
https://images.chemycal.com/Media/Files/TBT/20_7250_01_e.pdf
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/c0f9e81b-9f0a-431a-bb62-9bf883f498fe/details
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/computational-modelling-sustainable-management-chemicals
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for highlighting research and innovation opportunities to further develop computational 

approaches for assessing the human health and environmental effects of chemicals. Emphasis 

is placed on focus topics that are particularly relevant to the political priorities of the new 

European Commission. In particular, two of the six priorities are discussed - the “EU Green 

Deal” and “Europe fit for a Digital Age”. The former includes the zero pollution ambition for a 

toxic-free environment, including the need to develop safe and sustainable chemicals, while 

the latter includes the challenges and opportunities posed by Artificial Intelligence. 

➢ Biocides 

• Emission scenarios for public and private pools 

Source: ECHA  

ECHA published Environmental Emission Scenarios for Product Type 2: Private and public 

health area disinfectants and other biocidal products. This workbook provides a calculation 

tool for estimating the environmental releases from the use of private and public health area 

disinfectants and other biocidal products. It consists of fifteen spreadsheets, covering the 

emission scenarios described in the Emission Scenario Documents (below), and one additional 

spreadsheet covering the Private pools scenarios (according to the Technical Agreements for 

Biocides (TAB)). Whenever changes have been introduced by the TAB these are mentioned in 

the scenarios affected. 

• Upcoming 90th meeting of Members States Competent Authorities for the 

implementation of the Biocides Regulation (20 December 2020) 

Source: European Commission 

The agenda has not been published yet but “management of product authorisation for in situ 

cases” will be discussed. You can find the draft document in the link above. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/16908203/emission_estimation_pt2_en.xlsx/02e3c851-ac29-4b32-b93a-004d061a8a47
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/8512ff02-b7d0-4cec-8a3d-eb634f9c7c20/details


 

 

 

 

   
  
 

11 rue de l’Industrie 1000 Brussels – Belgium | Phone: +32 (0)2 720 00 73 | www.alienoreu.com 

  

 

 

 

6 

➢ Persistent Organic Pollutants 

• Agenda of the 23rd Meeting of the Competent Authorities on Persistent Organic 

Pollutants (20 November 2020) 

Source : European Commission 

Relevant discussion points: 

• Amendment of the Annex I entry on PFOA and  PFOS 

• Amendment of the Annex I entry on PCP: specification of a UTC 

Key actions include an upcoming law to better inform consumers about how sustainable a 

product is and to be better protected against greenwashing and early obsolescence. The 

Agenda also announces rules on the use of artificial intelligence and a plan to revise the EU’s 

product safety law to address the challenges from new technologies and online selling. 

➢ Brexit 

• How to transfer your UK REACH registrations prior to the end of the transition period 

of the UK withdrawal from the EU 

Source: ECHA 

As a registrant based in the UK, your REACH registrations and notifications will be void 

following the end of the transitional period of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU on 31 

December 2020 at 24:00 hours CET (11 p.m. UK time). This document explains how you can 

transfer them to a company or only representative based in the EU-27, EEA or United Kingdom 

(Northern Ireland), that will manufacture in or import the substances into the EU/EEA/UK(NI) 

after the UK’s withdrawal. ‘The UK’ in this manual means the UK with respect to Great Britain, 

i.e. excluding Northern Ireland. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/regdel/web/meetings/1822/documents/4863
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13552/how_to_transfer_uk_reach_registrations_en.pdf/1fb443ce-79de-6596-aae5-3f1033f1a5fb
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➢ Safety 

• Euro Chlor organising online safety training package 

Source: EuroChlor 

Euro Chlor as a Safety Leader is one of the four key priority elements of the new Mid-Century 

Strategy (MCS). To help ensure perfect industry-wide safety performance, a new online safety 

training package will be launched for engineers and production managers in Euro Chlor 

member companies from January to April 2021. 

• Workers and chemicals: 16th ETUI seminar 

Source: ETUI 

Taking place for the sixteenth time, the annual ETUI seminar on protecting workers against 

chemical risks was held on 22 October 2020. Attended by some forty unionists from eighteen 

European countries, its aim was to coordinate their work in this field. 

Discussions centred on the revision of the Carcinogens and Mutagens Directive (CMD), as the 

European Commission had just published a fourth legislative proposal for the adoption of new 

occupational exposure limits (OELs) for three carcinogens. 

The other subjects addressed in the seminar were the new European strategy on chemical 

substances in the context of the Green Deal for Europe and the research projects of the 

European Agency for Safety and Health at Work (EU-OSHA) on hazardous substances. 

Access the presentation with the link above. 

➢ Electrical and Electronic Equipment 

• Event : Global RoHS Regulations in Electrical and Electronic Equipment (EEE) 

Source: Chemical Watch 

The European Union adopted its first Directive on the restriction of hazardous substances 

(RoHS) in electrical and electronic equipment almost 18 years ago. Since then, the restriction 

has undergone a number of updates, and countries around the globe have implemented 

similar regulations.  

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://www.eurochlor.org/news/euro-chlor-organising-online-safety-training-package/
https://www.etui.org/news/workers-and-chemicals-16th-etui-seminar
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/167626/global-rohs-regulations-in-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee
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This training course will bring you up to date with the latest developments on the restriction 

of hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment (EEE) around the globe. ing 

on the impact on CLP. 

➢ CLP 

• Presentation of the EU Chemical strategy with a focus on CLP 

Source: European Commission 

You can find in the link above a PPT presentation given by the EU Commission, presenting the 

EU Chemical Strategy, and focusing on the impact on CLP. 

 

Sustainability 

➢ Consumers 

• EU Commission publishes “New Consumer Agenda: Strengthening consumer 

resilience for sustainable recovery” 

Source : European Commission 

Key actions include an upcoming law to better inform consumers about how sustainable a 

product is and to be better protected against greenwashing and early obsolescence. The 

Agenda also announces rules on the use of artificial intelligence and a plan to revise the EU’s 

product safety law to address the challenges from new technologies and online selling. 

Read more about it here. 

• How to promote sustainable consumption 

Source : European Parliament  

On 25 November MEPs adopted a resolution proposing several concrete steps to promote 

sustainable consumption in the European single market, including the “right to repair”, by 

making it easier and cheaper for consumers to have products repaired. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/a0b483a2-4c05-4058-addf-2a4de71b9a98/library/d2a9e062-121b-49f8-b9ef-4c8e68cb1205/details
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A696%3AFIN
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2069
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/economy/20201119STO92005/how-to-promote-sustainable-consumption
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201120IPR92118/parliament-wants-to-grant-eu-consumers-a-right-to-repair
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201120IPR92118/parliament-wants-to-grant-eu-consumers-a-right-to-repair
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David Cormand, the MEP in charge of this issue, said: "We must put an end to the premature 

obsolescence of products by putting it on the blacklist of unfair commercial practices and by 

making the duration of legal guarantees proportional to their estimated lifespan; establishing 

a real right to repair; and guaranteeing clear and consistent information on the durability and 

repairability of products with compulsory labeling. Finally, we must take advantage of new 

technologies to accelerate the establishment of a circular economy." 

Why is encouraging sustainable consumption important? 

Cormand, a French member of the Greens/EFA group, noted in his report on a more 

sustainable single market that in 2019 the EU's ecological footprint had already exceeded the 

capacity of the planet's ecostems on 10 May, which is known as EU Overshoot Day. This 

means that if everyone consumed as much as people in the EU, we would need 2.8 planet 

Earths. 

The reports also says that the current system of products' built-in obsolescence and lack of 

access to spare parts, information about guarantees and repair possibilities pushes people to 

buy new items instead of repairing them. Some 59% of consumers do not know that the legal 

minimum guarantee period in the EU is two years.  

Attitudes of Europeans toward reuse and repair in numbers 

It’s also pretty clear there is public demand for sustainability. According to a Eurobarometer 

survey, 77% of Europeans try to repair items before replacing them and the European 

Commission’s 2018 behavioural study says consumers are three times more likely to buy a 

product if it is labelled as durable and repairable. 

Some 79% of EU citizens say that manufacturers of digital devices should be required to make 

it easier to repair or replace individual parts. 

How do MEPs want to achieve sustainable consumption? 

The report on a sustainable single market calls for a genuine ”right to repair", meaning the 

repairs should be simple and affordable. MEPs want better access to information on repairs, 

promotion of home repairs, support for local, independent repairers and a guarantee to cover 

product repairs. They also want to solve the issue of intellectual property rights that leave the 

right to repair only with a designer or distributor. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0318_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0318_EN.html
https://data.europa.eu/euodp/en/data/dataset/S1102_388
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwic95bh747tAhUNNOwKHbxVBWAQFjABegQIAxAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Finfo%2Fsites%2Finfo%2Ffiles%2Fec_circular_economy_final_report_0.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1ebhJoIOFzIb8WtgKMvomq
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwic95bh747tAhUNNOwKHbxVBWAQFjABegQIAxAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Finfo%2Fsites%2Finfo%2Ffiles%2Fec_circular_economy_final_report_0.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1ebhJoIOFzIb8WtgKMvomq
https://data.europa.eu/euodp/en/data/dataset/S2228_92_4_503_ENG
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In addition, they are calling for legislation on labelling to indicate the durability and 

reparability of a product. 

MEPs also want to promote a culture of reuse. If consumers are to trust pre-owned products, 

they need transparency, as well as guarantees, certifying the condition of products. They 

welcome business models based on renting, but suggest they should be examined closely to 

ensure their long-term viability. 

Members suggest digital technology could be used to promote a sustainable market by 

setting up a common database and a product passport for better tracking of products and 

their parts along the entire value chain; information exchanges between producers and 

consumers; and more effective market surveillance. 

Proper analysis is needed to judge whether a given technology is environmentally friendly for 

its entire life cycle, from raw material extraction and the reuse of secondary raw materials to 

end-of-life processing, including manufacture, transport and use. 

They also note the possibility of the rebound effect, which occurs when efficiency gains make 

a product or service less expensive, thus driving up production and consumption. 

The reports calls for public institutions, which account for 16% of the EU's gross domestic 

product , to set an example by prioritising small, local and sustainable companies in public 

tenders. 

MEPs also want more responsible advertising, including rules covering the extraction of 

personal data for personalised ads and greenwashing, which is when companies give the 

impression that a product is more environmentally friendly than it really is. 

➢ Market 

• Latest Data Reveals The Recovery Of The EU Chemical Output Is Slowing Down 

Source: CEFIC 

Chemical output in the EU27 dropped by 4.4% from January to September 2020 compared to 

the previous year’s level (Jan-Sept 2019), and the EU27 manufacturing output was down 

10.6% compared to the same period of last year, both following the COVID-19 outbreak in 

Europe. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://cefic.org/media-corner/newsroom/latest-data-reveals-the-recovery-of-the-eu-chemical-output-is-slowing-down/
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➢ Competition 

• Competition Policy supporting the Green Deal goal – EEB contribution 

Source : EEB 

The EEB’s response to the European Commission’s public consultation on the alignment of 

competition policies with the goals of the European Green Deal and its Zero Pollution 

Ambition. 

➢ Ecodesign and Energy Labelling 

• Vote by the Committee on Ecodesign and Energy Labelling of energy-related 

products on electronic displays 

Source: European Commission 

The Committee on Ecodesign and Energy Labelling of energy-related products voted on the 

draft Commission Regulation (EU) amending Regulations (EU) 2019/424, (EU) 2019/1781, 

(EU) 2019/2019, (EU) 2019/2020, (EU) 2019/2021, (EU) 2019/2022, (EU) 2019/2023 and (EU) 

2019/2024 with regard to ecodesign requirements for servers and data storage products, 

electric motors and variable speed drives, refrigerating appliances, light sources and separate 

control gears, electronic displays, household dishwashers, household washing machines and 

household washer-dryers and refrigerating appliances with a direct sales function. 

We will keep you informed as soon as more information on the subject is available.  

 

Others 

➢ Upcoming 2021 EU initiatives 

• EU Commission published its work programme for 2021 

Source : European Commission 

Please find below some relevant initiatives and their timeline. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://eeb.org/library/competition-policy-supporting-the-green-deal-goal-eeb-contribution/
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/069480/1/consult
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0690
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• Amendment of the Energy Efficiency Directive to implement the ambition of the new 

2030 climate target (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 194 TFEU, Q2 2021) 

• Sustainable products policy initiative, including a revision of the Ecodesign Directive 

(legislative, incl. impact assessment, Article 114 TFEU, Q4 2021) 

• Circular electronics (non-legislative, Q4 2021) 

• Zero pollution action plan for water, air and soil (non-legislative, Q2 2021) 

• New design requirements and consumer rights for electronics (legislative, incl. impact 

assessment, Article 114 TFEU, Q4 2021) 

• Sustainable corporate governance (legislative, incl. impact assessment, Articles 50 

and, possibly, 114 TFEU, Q2 2021) 

• Communication on a new occupational safety and health strategy framework (non-

legislative, Q2 2021) 

• Revision of the Construction Products Regulation (EU No 305/2011): Construction is 

one of the 14 flagship industrial ecosystems at the centre of the recovery plan. The 

revision, mentioned in the European Green Deal and the Circular Economy Action 

Plan, will add a framework for environmental and circularity requirements for 

construction products, contributing to greater energy and material efficiency in 

buildings. The initiative will tackle the main issues identified in the evaluation, 

particularly the problems linked with the development of harmonised technical 

specifications and especially the blockage of standardisation to improve market 

surveillance and to deal with still existing problems with national marks or national 

additional requirements/tests. As a result, it will improve the functioning of the 

Internal Market for construction products. In addition, it will provide the framework 

to develop and implement environmental and sustainability criteria for construction 

products. The evaluation of the CPR has shown that CPR compliance costs represent 

0.6% to 1.1% of the sector’s turnover, mainly borne by manufacturers. The analysis 

confirms the existence of economies of scale in compliance activities and shows that 

costs can be quite substantial for SMEs, particularly micro-enterprises. Despite the 

lack of firm evidence regarding the impacts of the CPR on the internal market, 

stakeholders generally perceive a positive impact of the CPR on cross-border trade. 

Planned adoption date: Q3/2021; Legislative 

http://www.alienoreu.com/

