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CHEMICALS 

➢ Biocides 

• Additional documents to the 93rd Meeting of the Competent Authorities for Biocidal 

Products (28-29 September 2021) 

Source: European Commission 

As mentioned in previous EU Monitoring Reports, the 93rd Meeting of the Competent 

Authorities for Biocidal Products took place on 28 and 29 September 2021.  

This week, the European Commission published additional support documents related to 

topics to be covered during the meeting, such as: 

- Assessment of confidentiality claims 

- Comments from Germany on Mutual recognition of same biocidal product 

authorisations 

- Comments from Germany on Designation of the biocidal product when free radicals 

are generated from a polymer 

- Management of new data on an active substance in an application for a biocidal 

product 

- Comments from stakeholders on Authorisation of an in-situ biocidal product: case-type 

2 vs. case-type 4 

- Notes for agreement by Member States’ Competent Authorities for biocidal products 

- ECHA Communications 

- Presentation of the revision of the General Product Safety Directive 

- Proposal of campaign for verification of substance identification. 

All documents to be published in preparation of the 43rd meeting can be found through the 

following link. 

 

• Guidelines to assess confidentiality claims for biocides now published 

Source: ECHA 

The guidelines reflect the experience acquired so far in assessing confidentiality claims. 

They clarify the general principles and provide practical recommendations for Member 

State competent authorities to support the harmonisation of practices. They are also relevant 

for companies making applications under the Biocidal Products Regulation. 

The document will be reviewed in the first half of 2024. 

 

• Revised draft agenda of the 40th meeting of the Biocidal Products Committee (5-7 & 

12-14 October 2021) 

Source: ECHA 

Relevant points on the agenda of this 40th BPC meeting are: 

- Applications for approval of active substances 

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/9ba57923-69df-4ceb-8a25-8ae9f959231a?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/9ba57923-69df-4ceb-8a25-8ae9f959231a?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/992289/guidelines_assess_bpr_conf_claims_en.pdf/3c579364-5a0b-b098-06bf-3323f5b8a496?t=1632295766830?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210929&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-ebdeac5c5d6a49768ad1d5b055a8437f&esid=e18c0bae-0921-ec11-8130-005056b9310e
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/2166576/bpc_a_40_2021_agenda_en.pdf/35403ce6-3a4b-f962-5b5a-8b1069d579b0?t=1630398874780


EU Monitoring Report 23 - 30 Sep 2021   3 

 

- Draft BPC opinion on an Union authorisation application for a biocidal product 

containing active chlorine released from sodium hypochlorite 

- Draft BPC opinion on an Union authorisation application for a biocidal product 

containing active chlorine released from calcium hypochlorite 

- Draft BPC opinion on an Union authorisation application for a biocidal product 

containing hydrogen peroxide. 

 

➢ PFAS 

• ChemSec’s briefing on PFAS chemicals ban (5 October 2021) 

Source: ChemSec 

The EU recognizes that the close to 5,000 PFAS chemicals should be restricted as a group – 

not one by one. Five EU Member States (Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, Norway and 

Denmark) are laying the groundwork for a broad PFAS ban, restricting the use of all “forever 

chemicals”. 

Support and evidence for a general restriction is gathered through studies of PFAS use within 

various industries, as well as through public consultations, where companies and other 

stakeholders are asked to provide their input and unique expertise. 

ChemSec is calling companies to give their insight into PFAS use, as well as knowledge about 

and experience from safer alternatives, is crucial for making this general restriction as solid, 

efficient and rooted in “the real world” as possible. 

“The voices of companies, especially innovators, producers and users of safer alternatives, are often 

missing in public consultations, while the producers of harmful substances are always quick to 

defend their products and complain about regulation. So we want to encourage companies working 

with safer alternatives to come forward in this important consultation, says ChemSec’s Deputy 

Director Frida Hök. 

The deadline for responding to the current public consultation has been extended to October 

17. ChemSec will host a briefing on the consultation on 5 October. 

 

➢ Workers exposure 

• There are no ‘safe levels’ of asbestos - S&Ds push Commission for an ambitious first 

step towards Vision Zero 

Source: European Socialists and Democrats 

The Socialists & Democrats (S&D) Group of the European Parliament published an article on 

their website prior to European Parliament’s Employment Committee’s vote to reduce the 

exposure of workers to asbestos, a number one substance known to cause cancer. The 

Commission is expected to present a legal proposal in 2022. The Socialists and Democrats call 

on the Commission to update, as a matter of priority, asbestos exposure limits by setting them 

at 0,001 fibres/cm3 (1 000 fibres/m3), strengthen a number of protective measures, notably 

safe removal, and work towards a global ban on asbestos. 

S&D Members of the Parliament call for the Commission to work on a “Vision Zero approach 

to work-related death by setting a strict exposure limit of 0,001 asbestos fibres/cm3”. They call 

https://chemsec.org/companies-speak-up-loud-and-proud-on-pfas-join-chemsecs-briefing-to-find-out-how/
https://link.webropolsurveys.com/Participation/Public/c4d58b80-5227-4f31-b656-92bc0669e41e?displayId=Ger2322406
https://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/newsroom/there-are-no-safe-levels-asbestos-sds-push-commission-ambitious-first-step-towards-vision
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for a “European strategy to safely remove all asbestos from buildings to protect workers and 

inhabitants, now and in the future. It is time to create synergies between different policy 

sectors, such as ensuring financial support under the Green Deal’s Renovation Wave, the 

Circular Economy Action Plan to addresses construction and buildings, the New EU Strategic 

Framework for Health and Safety at Work to implement better protective measures, and the 

revision of the Asbestos at Work Directive 2009/148/EC to reduce exposure limits.”  

 

• Consultation on occupational exposure limits for 1-4 dioxane 

Source: ECHA 

ECHA has launched a consultation on the scientific report for occupational exposure limits 

for 1,4-dioxane.  

In its report, ECHA notes that the occurrence of 1,4-dioxane in the environment is thought to 

be related to the disposal of chemical solvents containing dioxane and from disposal of 1,4-

dioxane itself. Subsequent leaching of the chemicals from landfills has resulted in 

contamination of groundwater. EPA has also evaluated exposures to the general population 

through surface water and determined that 1,4-dioxane does not present an unreasonable 

risk to the general population based on that exposure. It also highlights that one of the primary 

routes of human exposure to 1,4-dioxane is oral ingestion of drinking water. Because 1,4-

dioxane may be found in tap water, human exposure to 1,4-dioxane could also occur during 

activities such as showering, bathing, and laundering. 

Stakeholders are invited to comment by 26 November 2021 to support ECHA’s Committee for 

Risk Assessment in adopting its opinion

https://echa.europa.eu/oels-pc-on-oel-recommendation/-/substance-rev/66901/term
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/ffebd37d-e38c-0b15-7376-229481dd9619
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SUSTAINABILITY 

➢ Energy efficiency 

• Recommendation and guidelines on the energy efficiency first principle  

Source: European Commission 

The European Commission published a new recommendation and guidelines on the “energy 

efficiency first principle” with a view to converting the concept from a principle into practice.  

The recommendation and guidelines aim at encouraging proper implementation of the energy 

efficiency first principle and making it more operational. The recommendation to EU Member 

States identifies specific actions be taken to ensure proper application of the principle, while 

the accompanying guidelines support practical implementation of the principle with practical 

solutions and refer to measures across different sectors, ranging from the energy supply and 

distribution to the end-use sectors. 

The two documents published build on the new article of the Commission proposal for revising 

the Energy Efficiency Directive, published on 14 July 2021, which sets an obligation for EU 

countries to ensure that energy efficiency solutions are considered in energy system and non-

energy sectors planning, policy and investment decisions. 

 

➢ Water 

• Agenda of the 19th SCHEER Plenary meeting (7-8 October 2021) 

Source: European Commission 

The next plenary meeting of Scientific Committees on Health, Environmental and Emerging 

Risks will take place on 7-8 October. Among other items on the agenda, SCHEER members will 

discuss on the SCHEER WG opinions developed on environmental quality standards for water 

framework directive and groundwater directive. 

 

• The New Drinking Water Directive - a policy journey 

Source: EurEau 

The new Drinking Water Directive entered into force on 12 January 2021: EU countries will have 

two years to transpose the new legislation into national law. 

This article retraces the work of EurEau, the European Federation of Water Services, on the 

new Directive from the beginning of the evaluation process, started by the European 

Commission in 2014, to the negotiations between the European Institutions and up to the final 

agreement on the legal text.   

Furthermore, the article aims to present a brief but comprehensive policy analysis of the new 

provisions, sketching the developments that drinking water operators should expect in the 

future, in light of their core mission of supplying safe, wholesome and affordable drinking water 

to EU citizens.   

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/commission-publishes-recommendation-and-guidelines-energy-efficiency-first-principle-2021-sep-28_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/default/files/scientific_committees/scheer/docs/scheer_ag_019.pdf
https://www.eureau.org/resources/eu-matters-blog/580-the-new-drinking-water-directive-a-policy-journey
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• Publication of Water Framework Directive and Floods Directive Implementation Reports 

Source: European Commission 

The fifth Water Framework Directive Implementation Report – assessment of the second River 

Basin Management Plans and the first Floods Directive Implementation Report – assessment 

of the first Flood Risk Management Plans (2019). 

In accordance with Article 18 of the Water Framework Directive and Article 16 of the Floods 

Directive, the Commission must publish a report to the European Parliament and to the 

Council on the implementation of these Directives after each update of the River Basin 

Management Plans and Flood Risk Management Plans respectively. 

The Commission Report must include among other things a review of progress in the 

implementation of the Directives and an assessment of the Plans, including suggestions for 

the improvement of future Plans. The report also includes an assessment of the international 

cooperation under the implementation of the Directives. 

The Commission has completed the country-specific assessments of the EU Member States 

that reported too late to be included in the first round of assessments. 

With the update of the European Overview of the second River Basin Management Plans and 

the European Overview of the first Flood Risk Management Plans, the exercise of assessing the 

reported 2nd River Basin Management Plans and 1st Flood Risk Management Plans is complete. 

You can find the Country-specific assessments for EU Member States through the link above. 

 

• September infringements: Several Member States notified or referred to the Court of 

Justice by the Commission for infringements of EU Water legislation 

Source: European Commission 

The European Commission decided to notify or refer several countries to the European Court 

of Justice (CoJ) for failure to comply with the requirements of Directives related to Water: 

- Floods: Commission calls on BULGARIA to provide information on flood risk 

assessments 

- Water quality: Commission calls on IRELAND to improve its rules protecting surface 

waters against pollution 

 

➢ Pollution 

• Pollution and barriers are key problems for Europe’s waters 

Source: European Environment Agency 

European water bodies suffer from agricultural pollution as well as pollution from insufficiently 

treated waste water from cities, industry and scattered dwellings, according to a European 

Environment Agency (EEA) report. Artificial barriers, together with navigation, abstraction, 

aquaculture, and invasive alien species cause additional pressures. However, solutions to 

tackle the problems exist and should be more widely adopted. 

Overall, better and more coherent implementation of the existing legislation — including the 

Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive, the Floods Directive, and the Water Framework 

Directive — would reduce key pressures on water. Moreover, all water-using sectors, such as 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/impl_reports.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/inf_21_4681
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/pollution-and-barriers-are-key
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agriculture, energy, mining, aquaculture and navigation, should adopt management practices 

that can keep water ecosystems healthy and resilient, the EEA report states.  

Currently, key problems include pollution from urban and industrial waste water, diffuse 

pollution from agriculture, and pollution from mining and dwellings that are not connected to 

a sewage system. Overall, 22 % of Europe’s surface water bodies and 28 % of the groundwater 

area are significantly affected by diffuse pollution from agriculture, both 

by nutrients and pesticides. Deposition of air pollutants, particularly mercury, leads to 

the poor chemical status of Europe’s water bodies. 

 

• Parliamentary question on a report on the application of the “polluter pays principle” in 

European policies 

Source: European Parliament 

The European Commission provided an answer to a parliamentary question submitted by 

MEPs Marie Toussaint (Verts/ALE), Antonius Manders (PPE), Manon Aubry (The Left) and Franco 

Robert (S&D), relating to a Report of the European Court of Auditors on the application of the 

polluter pays principle in European policies. 

The report reads that the polluter pays principle (PPP) is applied to a limited extent or in an 

uneven, inconsistent and competent manner in European environmental policies. Therefore, 

the MEPs asked the Commission how it will take in account the recommendations of the 

European Court of Auditors and what specific actions it intends to take.  

The European Commission commented that the PPP is at the heart of its Zero Pollution Action 

Plan. The Commission also wrote that it will support stronger implementation when 

considering revision of the following legislation: 

- Industrial Emissions Directive to better address pollution from large industrial 

installations in early 2022 

- Waste Framework Directive in 2023 including whether to reinforce the extended 

producer responsibility requirements 

- Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive which may contain measures to address 

pharmaceutical residues and microplastics to reduce pollution of receiving water 

bodies, as well as addressing discharges from storm water overflows, individual and 

other appropriate systems, small agglomerations and non-connected dwellings 

- Marine Strategy Framework Directive and the Environmental Liability Directive taking 

account of their evaluations. 

The full answer can be found through the link above. 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2021-003680-ASW_EN.pdf

