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CHEMICALS 
 

➢ REACH 

• Provisional Draft Agenda of the 51st Meeting of the Committee for Socio-Economic 

Analysis (31 May-4 June and 7-11 June) 

Source: ECHA 

The SEAC Committee will gather to talk about issues related to: 

• Framework paper on opinion development on Restrictions 

• Update from the Restriction Task Force Meeting 

• Opinion development on Restriction Annex XV dossiers 

• General authorisation issues 

• Authorisation applications 

 

• REACH: Is your company size declared correctly?  

Source: ECHA 

If you are a micro, small or medium-sized company, you should check that the company size 
you claimed when registering your substances is correct. You should also ensure that you 
have uploaded the required supporting documents in REACH-IT. 

By declaring and correcting your company size before ECHA begins verifying it, you will benefit 
from a full administrative charge waiver and only have to pay the difference to the applicable 
registration fee. 

If ECHA learns only after the verification process has started that you have claimed an 
incorrect size, you will have to pay the balance of the accurate fee and an administrative 
charge of up to EUR 19 900.  

Help on how to determine and declare the correct size of your enterprise is available on 
ECHA’s website. You can find further information and contact details for correction through 
the link above.  

 

➢ Biocides 

• List of notifications to the Art. 17 of the Review Programme Regulation updated 

Source: ECHA 

In last week’s EU Monitoring Report, you could find a table listing notifications to the Art. 17 
of the Review Programme Regulation was already. Since then, it has been updated (10 May) 
and you can find the latest version through the link above. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/22838427/SEAC_provisional_Draft_Agenda_SEAC-51-1.pdf/621ae562-60f8-3c05-cebb-219266463502?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210512&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-56ae9c88df2646efa910047e518ec0a6&esid=dd9e8baf-f7b2-eb11-812b-005056952b31
https://echa.europa.eu/-/is-your-company-size-declared-correctl-1?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210512&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-56ae9c88df2646efa910047e518ec0a6&esid=dd9e8baf-f7b2-eb11-812b-005056952b31
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/27434452/list_of_notifications_en.pdf/0ad3b68a-1e01-304e-722d-f4a8457842c3
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Part I of the table lists the substance/product-type combinations notified for inclusion in the 
review programme for which ECHA has issued a declaration of compliance in accordance with 
Article 17(5) of the Review Programme Regulation. The active substance/product-type 
combinations will be added to the Article 95 list of relevant substances and suppliers when 
the complete substance dossier is submitted and validated by the evaluating Competent 
Authority.  

In the part I, active substances such as “Silver-polyethylenimine-chloride (Redefined from 
Silver chloride)” and “Reaction products of aluminium trihydroxide and hydrochloric acid and 
aluminium and water” for PT-2 can be found. 

Part II of the table lists the active substance/product-type combinations for which ECHA has 
not received a notification or for which ECHA has issued a declaration of non-compliance in 
accordance with Article 17(5) of the Review Programme Regulation. These active 
substance/product-type combinations will either be removed from the review programme 
(section Ia and b) or will not be included into the review programme (section II). 

In the part II, active substances such as “Dialuminium chloride pentahydroxide”, 
“peroxyoctanoic acid”, silver or “Chlorine dioxide generated from sodium chlorite and sodium 
persulfate” can be found.  
 

• Biocides co-formulants: using REACH for the assessment of their endocrine 

disrupting properties 

Source: ECHA 

In March 2021, biocides competent authorities agreed on a practical way forward for 
assessing the endocrine-disrupting properties of non-active substances (known as "co-
formulants") contained in the biocidal products. The agreed approach is that the assessment 
can be based on the scrutiny performed under ECHA's Integrated Regulatory Strategy. 

When evaluating biocidal product applications, biocides competent authorities should follow 
a stepwise approach to identify whether a non-active substance shows indications of 
endocrine-disrupting properties.  

The agreed document can be found through the link above. 
 

• Draft agenda of the 39th meeting of the Biocidal Products Committee (BPR) (15-18 

June) 

Source: ECHA 

Relevant points on the agenda are: 

- BPC Work Programmes for active substance approval, Union authorisation, ED 

assessment and outlook for PBC 

- Catalogue of specific conditions and elements to be taken into account at the product 

authorisation stage for active substance approval 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/biocidal-products-regulation/authorisation-of-biocidal-products?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210512&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-56ae9c88df2646efa910047e518ec0a6&esid=dd9e8baf-f7b2-eb11-812b-005056952b31
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/22836226/BPC-A-39-2021_Draft+agenda_rev1.pdf/0ee407ba-6c6b-7034-e226-3fcef7272858
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- Reporting ED properties in the UA BPC opinion 

- Draft BPC opinion on an Union authorisation application for a biocidal product 

containing active chlorine released from chlorine 

- Draft BPC opinion on an Union authorisation application for a biocidal product 

containing active chlorine released from sodium hypochlorite 

- Request following an application for Union authorisation for a biocidal product family 

containing CMIT/MIT 

• Draft agenda of the 92nd Meeting of the Competent Authorities for Biocidal Products 

(1-2 June) 

Source: European Commission 

During the 92nd meeting of representatives of Members States Competent Authorities for the 
implementation of the Biocidal Products Regulation, following points will be discussed: 

- Risk mitigation measures for products and treated articles 

- Categorisation of a biocidal product containing a non-active substance meeting the 

criteria for being PBT or vPvB 

- Management of data on an active substance in an application for a biocidal product 

- Change of classification of active substances and the consequences on biocidal 

product procedures 

- Guidance on Biocidal product family-2nd revision 

- Executive report on referrals to the Coordination Group in accordance with Article 35 

of the BPR 

- Mutual recognition of same biocidal product authorisations 

- Clarification: mutual recognition in case non-authorisation decisions 

- Redefinition of active substances included in the Review Programme 

- Progression of the review programme on active substances 

- Progression of the renewal process of approval of active substances 

- ECHA Active Substance Action Plan – Progress report 

 

➢ CLP 

• New proposal to harmonise classification and labelling 

Source: ECHA 

A proposal has been submitted for the following substance: sodium perborate; sodium 
peroxoborate.  

An updated list of CLH intentions until outcome can be found through the link above. 
 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/d86ef757-110d-4aea-b056-809128945912/details
https://echa.europa.eu/registry-of-clh-intentions-until-outcome
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➢ Other 

• Stakeholder consultation on the definition of a nanomaterial 

Source: European Commission  

The European Commission has launched a targeted online consultation on the definition of 
a nanomaterial. 

The EU's recommendation for the definition of a nanomaterial (2011/696/EU) provides a 
common definition for the term nanomaterial that can be applied to different regulations 
across the EU. The current consultation is part of the review process required by the original 
recommendation.  

The consultation aims to: 
• Verify or complement the findings of the review 
• Gather precise and structured technical feedback on the identified technical elements 

of the definition that could be addressed by changes to the definition 
• Gather input on the impact of the changes under consideration: would they influence 

(different) classification of specific materials placed or emerging on the market? 

Deadline for comments is 30 June 2021. 
 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/nanotech/review_en.htm?_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-56ae9c88df2646efa910047e518ec0a6&esid=dd9e8baf-f7b2-eb11-812b-005056952b31
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SUSTAINABILITY 
 

➢ EU Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability 

• EU chemicals strategy should simplify procedures and complement existing 

legislation to make it more effective   

Source: European Committee of the Regions  

Cities and regions deem it necessary to establish a coherent and simplified legal framework 
for the chemicals sector to make the industry greener and more effective. The European 
Committee of the Regions' (CoR) adopted an opinion on Safe and sustainable chemicals for a 
toxic-free environment in Europe's cities and regions, that - recognises the importance of the 
new chemicals strategy presented by the European Commission and welcomes the steps 
leading to its implementation. The CoR calls for the full involvement of local and regional 
authorities considering their local market knowledge, their capacity to assess implementation 
on the ground and the specificities of each territory. 

The CoR considers it crucial that the implementation of the new chemicals legislation takes 
into account the opinion of the industry as a whole and the time needed to convert facilities 
and manage hazardous chemicals that have to be withdrawn from the EU market. Likewise, 
the strategy should focus on creating a level playing field for all EU and non-EU stakeholders 
as it is of great importance to protect the innovation and competitiveness of European 
businesses, in particular SMEs. Specifically, on SMEs, local and regional authorities call for 
requirements to be comprehensible and administratively manageable while pointing out that 
a lot of important information is still only available in English which creates a clear language 
barrier. 

An interdisciplinary EU database on chemical safety, to be set up by the European Chemicals 
Agency, is needed in order to establish a uniform and transparent approach to chemicals. This 
database would also help assess the risks associated with the use and management of 
chemicals. 

The CoR proposes to review and to strengthen the 'Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation 
and Restriction of Chemicals Regulation' (REACH) and CLP Regulation on the classification, 
labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures as well as to simplify procedures. 

You can find the full opinion HERE. 
 

➢ Water 

• Waste water management: key to a circular future? 

Source: Eureau 

The current regulatory framework for sludge is set across a number of different instruments 
at EU level, which tend to focus on the waste dimension rather than on the reuse of the 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://cor.europa.eu/en/news/Pages/eu-chemicals-strategy-should-simplify-procedures-and-complement-existing-legislation.aspx
https://cor.europa.eu/EN/our-work/Pages/OpinionTimeline.aspx?opId=CDR-5137-2020
https://www.eureau.org/resources/news/545-key-to-a-circular-future
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valuable resources. Waste water operators already render the valuable resources found in 
sludge to be reusable. However, a regulatory framework is needed to support sustainable and 
resilient sludge management, incorporating a broader scope for risk assessment and strict 
sludge quality control. 

EurEau published a briefing note the sludge management in waste water treatment. It details 
the current arrangement for the management of sludge that comes from waste water 
treatment. It gives an overview of the existing solutions for sludge and gives a sound vision of 
the future and appropriate directions. It is based on EurEau members’ experience as waste 
water operators. 

The briefing note can be found HERE. 
 

➢ Zero Pollution Action Plan 

• European Green Deal: Commission aims for zero pollution in air, water and soil 

Source: European Commission 

On 12 May, the European Commission adopted the EU Action Plan: “Towards Zero Pollution 
for Air, Water and Soil” – a key deliverable of the European Green Deal and the main topic of 
this year's EU Green Week. It sets out an integrated vision for 2050: a world where pollution 
is reduced to levels that are no longer harmful to human health and natural ecosystems, as 
well as the steps to get there. The plan ties together all relevant EU policies to tackle and 
prevent pollution, with a special emphasis on how to use digital solutions to tackle pollution. 
Reviews of relevant EU legislation are foreseen to identify remaining gaps in EU legislation 
and where better implementation is necessary to meet these legal obligations. 

To steer the EU towards the 2050 goal of a healthy planet for healthy people, the Action Plan 
sets key 2030 targets to reduce pollution at source, in comparison to the current situation. 
Among the targets, are: 

• improving water quality by reducing waste, plastic litter at sea (by 50%) and 
microplastics released into the environment (by 30%); 

• significantly reducing waste generation and by 50% residual municipal waste. 

The Plan outlines a number of flagship initiatives and actions, including: 
• reviewing the standards for the quality of water, including in EU rivers and seas, 
• reviewing the majority of EU waste laws to adapt them to the clean and circular 

economy principles, 
• fostering zero pollution from production and consumption, 
• reducing the EU's external pollution footprint by restricting the export of products and 

wastes that have harmful, toxic impacts in third countries, 
• launching Living Labs for green digital solutions and smart zero pollution, 
• consolidating the EU's Knowledge Centres for Zero Pollution and bringing 

stakeholders together in the Zero Pollution Stakeholder Platform, 
• stronger enforcement of zero pollution together with environmental and other 

authorities. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://www.eureau.org/resources/briefing-notes/5629-briefing-note-on-sludge-management/file
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2345
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Jointly with the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability adopted last year, the action plan 
translates the EU's zero pollution ambition for a toxic-free environment into action. It goes 
hand in hand with the EU's goals for climate neutrality, health, biodiversity and resource 
efficiency and builds on initiatives in the field of energy, industry, mobility, food, circular 
economy, and agriculture. 

You can find a Questions and Answers webpage on the Zero Pollution Action Plan HERE. 

The European Commission also published a synopsis reports on the views, ideas and insights 
from stakeholders, collected through a former public consultation on the topic. The Synopsis 
Report provides an overview of the consultation that has taken place and presents its 
outcomes. It is accessible HERE. 
 

• EurEau response to the EU’s Zero Pollution Action Plan 

Source: EurEau 

To address the pollution of water resources, the European Commission announced a Zero 
Pollution Action Plan last year.  

EurEau welcomes and supports the Action Plan. They especially welcome the Zero Pollution 
Hierarchy, which refers to the EU Treaties and clearly states that EU environmental policies 
should be based on the Precautionary, Control-at-Source and Polluter Pays Principles. They 
also believe that the upcoming review of the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive and 
Sewage Sludge Directive provide EU law makers with an excellent opportunity to reduce 
dependence on end-of-pipe treatments.  

You can find EurEau’s full position on the Action Plan HERE. 
 

➢ Renovation 

• Opinion of the European Committee of the Regions on the EU Renovation Wave Plan 

Source: Official Journal of the European Union 

The Opinion was unanimously adopted in March by the Committee of the Regions. The 
Renovation Wave is the EU's plan to upgrade the energy performance of Europe's building 
stock. Accounting for 40% of Europe's energy consumption and 36% of greenhouse gas 
emissions (GHG), the renovation of buildings is key for the EU to reach climate neutrality by 
2050. Cities and regions call for a revision of state aid schemes, more flexible budget rules to 
maximise investments and renovations, subnational targets for the renovation of buildings 
and the integration of renewable energy sources in renovation projects. 

The CoR calls on the European Commission and Member States to establish direct financing 
mechanisms for local and regional authorities to undertake renovation projects. It also urges 
for the delivery of the announced revision of European state aid schemes for energy efficiency 
in buildings in order to overcome current investment barriers. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_21_2343
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/717433c3-b2ce-11eb-8aca-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-208625481
https://www.eureau.org/resources/news/547-eureau-response-to-the-eu-s-zero-pollution-action-plan
https://www.eureau.org/documents/drinking-water/position-papers/5540-zero-pollution-action-plan-eureau-recommendations/file
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.C_.2021.175.01.0023.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AC%3A2021%3A175%3ATOC
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Cities and regions urge the European Commission to work with Member States to establish 
more flexible budget rules for local and regional administrations so as to enhance their 
capacity to invest in the renovation of existing buildings. It also points out that, in order to 
implement the Renovation Wave, the Commission and the Member States must provide 
significant support to the construction sector to overcome gaps in knowledge regarding skills, 
technology and the retraining of workers. 

The CoR opinion urges the European Commission and Member States to fully incorporate the 
Renovation Wave into the recovery and resilience programmes (RRF) as well as the European 
Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF). 

Additional CoR proposals to successfully roll-out the Renovation Wave in every territory 
include: 

• To foster circular processes in the building sector and strengthen certification 
mechanisms that encourage the selection of construction materials and techniques 
based on their lifecycle. 

• Provide significant support to the construction sector, which has been severely 
affected by the crisis and often involves small businesses. 

• Members call on the European Commission to continue promoting the deployment of 
energy management systems and Building Information Modeling (BIM). 

• Develop a systematic application of Green Public Procurement criteria for the 
buildings' sector to bring about a rapid reduction in energy consumption and ensure 
the broad take-up of more sustainable management models. 

• Data on buildings' energy consumption should be readily available free of charge 
across the entire EU. 

• Set subnational targets for the integration of renewable energy sources in buildings. 
• The CoR endorses the proposal for a Smart Readiness Indicator (SRI) to assess the 

degree to which buildings are ready for the integration of smart technologies and to 
inform building owners and occupants of the findings. 

• To update the energy performance certificate (EPC) framework so as to increase the 
proportion of the building stock covered by energy performance certificates. 

• The legislative requirements for purchasing and renovating all existing public 
buildings, minimum energy performance standards and mandatory targets for annual 
renovation rates need to be flexible to account for the different building 
characteristics and circumstances in every territory. 

 
 

http://www.alienoreu.com/

