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CHEMICALS 
 

➢ REACH 

• Video tutorial on How to find your regulatory obligations with EUCLEF 

Source: ECHA 

This video aims at introducing the European Chemicals Legislation Finder (EUCLEF), a tool 
integrated with ECHA’s chemicals database. To find out which chemicals laws apply to 
substances, you have to click on the Regulatory Obligations section on the substance 
infocards. 

The EUCLEF portal can be found HERE. 
 

• Final Draft Agenda of the 57th Meeting of the Committee for Risk Assessment (31 

May-3 June and 8-10 June) 

Source: ECHA 

The RAC Committee will gather to talk about issues related to: 

• Reports from other ECHA bodies and activities 

• Health-based exposure limits at the workplace 

• Harmonised classification and labelling 

• Restrictions and authorisations 

• Adoption of opinions: Asbestos – final draft opinion 

 

• Provisional Draft Agenda of the 74th Meeting of the Member State Committee (14-

17 June) 

Source: ECHA 

The Member State Committee will will gather to talk about issues related to: 

• Substance evaluation (such as titanium dioxide) 

• Dossier evaluation  

• SVHC identification – Seeking agreement on Annex XV proposals for identification of 
SVHC 

About SVHC identification, you can find comments from Member States and Stakeholders on 
the following substances:  

- Glutaral HERE 

- Medium-chain chlorinated paraffins (MCCP) HERE. 

 

• Chemsec’s take on ECHA’s Integrated Regulatory Strategy Report  

Source: Chemsec 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-94b1caf15c324939bca66e1ff80dc261&esid=49ed4b41-88b8-eb11-812b-005056952b31&v=ycqbRE0aU1U&feature=youtu.be
https://echa.europa.eu/information-on-chemicals/EUCLEF
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/32022442/rac_agenda_final_draft_en.pdf/d18acfa5-038f-6dac-9d43-fa393ee56f93
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/31742328/agenda_MSC-74_en.pdf/b537d9c6-e9f5-823b-8131-3be0e1ccfd19
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13638/rcom_glutaral_pub_en.rtf/5e20c416-7260-96f3-0684-f5b9165e05b9
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13638/rcom_mccp_pub_en.rtf/5d3aa6bf-e4ac-d53c-0cce-3a39789699bc
https://chemsec.org/our-take-on-echas-integrated-regulatory-strategy-report/
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As reported in the EU Monitoring Report of 15-22 April 2021, ECHA released its third 
Regulatory Strategy report covering the year 2020. ECHA’s Integrated Regulatory Strategy 
aims to accelerate data generation, identification of groups of substances of concern, and 
regulatory action. It does so by providing a setup where different regulatory processes can be 
coherently, effectively and efficiently used, and by encouraging collaboration between ECHA, 
Member States and the European Commission. 

In this article, Chemsec provides its views and comments on ECHA’s report. For the 
organisation, this third annual report contains many significant improvements, even though 
much remains to be done. It addresses issues such as the efficiency of ECHA’s grouping 
approach, the lack of compliant registration dossiers, the use of the “low exposure” criteria, 
the resources of ECHA and fast-track classifications.  
 

➢ Biocides 

• Publication of support documents ahead of the 92nd Meeting of the Competent 

Authorities for Biocidal Products (1-2 June) 

Source: European Commission 

As reported in the former EU Monitoring Report, the 92nd Meeting of the Competent 
Authorities for Biocidal Products will take place on 1 and 2 June.  
A series of documents which will be presented and discussed during the meeting, have been 
published, referring to the following points on the agenda: 

- Categorisation of a biocidal product containing a non-active substance meeting the 
criteria for being PBT or vPvB HERE 

- Note for guidance agreed by Member States’ Competent Authorities for biocidal 
products HERE 

- Revision of the nanomaterial definition HERE 
- Clarification: mutual recognition in case of non-authorisation decisions HERE 
- Progression of the review programme on active substances HERE 
- Progression of the renewal process of approval of active substances HERE 

All support documents related to the meeting can be found HERE. 
 

• Final non-confidential minutes of the 45th meeting of the Biocides Coordination 

Group (CG) (16-17 February 2021) 

Source: ECHA 

The Biocides Coordination Group gathered in February to discuss the following points:  
- Formal referrals on mutual recognition disagreements under Article 35 of the BPR 

- Harmonisation of technical and regulatory issues in relation to product authorisation 

- Feedback on e-consultations 

- Update on questions forwarded from CG to ECHA 

- Withdrawal of the authorisation of a particular biocidal product 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/3dd426dd-4c90-4eaf-8d7a-6d486d790326/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/ffc813da-7810-4d22-be7c-a766e5c32b9a/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/67b08518-3d12-4c37-85f4-88f51a06b08d/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/f6722433-1a3a-41c0-bd5f-c4d1945daa8c/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/8d0a10a9-e5df-4ce0-b84d-86c24f90b514/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/b2034e27-5254-459a-b37b-81c9edfe1712/details
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/e947a950-8032-4df9-a3f0-f61eefd3d81b/library/626ea157-f70f-4e9a-8896-661ebabd7fba?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/s-circabc/sd/d/7e0402a5-a32d-40e8-995a-361264adc253/CG-45-M-2021_Final%20PUBLIC.pdf
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- UK authorised products and new refMS 

- Referral for a particular product 

- Closing of the case in R4BP3 when application is rejected 

- Distinguishing between uses of PT2 and PT4 surface disinfectants in the SPC 

 

• Table on status of active substance (AS) – product type (PT) combinations used in 

treated articles under the Biocidal Products Regulation 

Source: ECHA 

On 11 May, ECHA released a list to assist parties in identifying AS-PT combinations that can 
be used in treated articles. This is either because they fulfil the requirement under the Article 
58(2) of the Biocidal Products Regulation, or they benefit from the derogation under Article 
94 of the Regulation.  

The table lists active substances such as Active chlorine generated from sodium chloride by 
electrolysis, Carbon dioxide or Silver chloride for instance. 
 

➢ Other 

• Persistent Organic Pollutants: Consultation on UV-328 

Source: ECHA 

Interested parties are invited to comment on the draft risk profile of the substance UV-358 
(2-(2H-benzotriazol-2-yl)-4,6-ditertpentylphenol). U358 is used as UV stabiliser in outdoor 
furniture ad well as for light stabilisation in coatings, construction materials, surface 
treatments, for instance. 

This substance has been proposed for listing as persistent organic pollutants under the 
Stockholm Convention. ECHA supports the Commission and the Member States in the work 
on POPs in the EU, among other things to identify and propose new POPs to the Stockholm 
Convention. 

The comments can be submitted through an online webform by 13 July. The webform and 
the draft risk profile can be found through the link above. 
 

• Webinar: Testing for PFAS – the essentials 

Source: Chemsec 

In order to phase out PFAS, we need to understand where they are used and the function 
they fulfill. It is also important to understand how to test for the presence of – intentionally 
and unintentionally added – PFAS. Due to the large amount of different substances in the 
PFAS family, and the broad array of different test methods, getting this understanding is far 
from easy. 

The following items were addressed during the event: 
• An overview of the different tests and how can they be used 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/27434452/treated_art94_data_en.pdf/c0427245-f912-84aa-978a-817ff6bc95db
https://echa.europa.eu/proposals-for-new-pop-s/-/substance-rev/25113/term?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20210519&_cldee=YXhlbC50b3VqYUBhbGllbm9yZXUuY29t&recipientid=lead-0a0e02138477eb118129005056b9310e-94b1caf15c324939bca66e1ff80dc261&esid=49ed4b41-88b8-eb11-812b-005056952b31
https://chemsec.org/webinar-testing-for-pfas-the-essentials/
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• The pros and cons of the different tests 
• What is included, and not included, in the standardized tests 
• The most common challenges when testing for PFAS 
• An opportunity to ask questions regarding PFAS and testing 

The webinar recording and the presentation slides can be found through the link above. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
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SUSTAINABILITY 
 

➢ Hydrogen 

• Renewable hydrogen: what are the benefits for the EU?  

Source: European Parliament 

In July 2020, the European Commission proposed a hydrogen strategy for a climate-neutral 
Europe, aiming to accelerate the development of clean hydrogen and ensuring its role as a 
cornerstone for a climate-neutral energy system by 2050. 

There are various types of hydrogen, categorised by production process and the resulting 
GHG emissions. Clean hydrogen ("renewable hydrogen" or "green hydrogen") is produced by 
the electrolysis of water using electricity from renewable sources and emits no greenhouse 
gases during its production. MEPs insist on the importance of a classification of the different 
types of hydrogen and want a uniform EU-wide terminology to make a clear distinction 
between renewable and low-carbon hydrogen. In reports responding to the Commission’s 
proposal adopted during May's plenary session, MEPs said that only green hydrogen 
produced from renewable sources can sustainably contribute to achieving climate neutrality 
in the long term. 

Currently, hydrogen plays only a minor role in the overall energy supply. There are challenges 
in terms of cost-competitiveness, scale of production, infrastructure needs and perceived 
safety. However, hydrogen is expected to enable emission-free transport, heating and 
industrial processes as well as inter-seasonal energy storage in the future. MEPs want the 
Commission and EU countries to stimulate the production and use of the fuel from renewable 
sources. According to research, renewable energies could supply a substantial part of the 
European energy mix in 2050, of which hydrogen could account for up to 20%. 

The EU Parliament wants: 
• Incentives to encourage demand and to create a European hydrogen market and fast 

deployment of hydrogen infrastructure 
• The phasing out of  fossil-based hydrogen as soon as possible 
• Certification of all hydrogen imports in the same way as EU-produced hydrogen, 

including production and transportation to avoid carbon leakage 
• Assessing the possibility of repurposing existing gas pipelines for the transport and 

underground storage of hydrogen 
 

• EU Parliament backs ‘low-carbon’ hydrogen, despite Green opposition 

Source: Euractiv 

A motion on the EU’s hydrogen strategy won support from the European Parliament on 
Wednesday (19 May), backing the use of “low-carbon hydrogen” made from fossil gas as a 
bridge towards 100% renewable production. Hydrogen is seen as a potential silver bullet to 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20210512STO04004/renewable-hydrogen-what-are-the-benefits-for-the-eu
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-parliament-backs-low-carbon-hydrogen-despite-green-opposition/
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decarbonise hard-to-abate industrial sectors like steel and chemicals, which currently rely on 
fossil fuels and cannot easily switch to electricity.  

The Parliament report – a non-binding motion with no legal consequences – acknowledges 
the need to grow the European market as quickly as possible, saying this will require “low-
carbon hydrogen” as a bridge towards 100% renewable production. In the Parliament’s view, 
“low-carbon” includes so-called “blue” hydrogen, which is made from fossil gas in 
combination with carbon capture and storage (CCS) technology to store the associated CO2 
emissions underground. 

Amendments to the motion were tabled by the Greens, who oppose blue hydrogen made 
from fossil gas, but none of them found a majority on Tuesday (18 May). Instead, MEPs from 
the left-wing S&D, the centre-right EPP and centrist Renew Europe political groups brought 
the report over the line. “The majority of the European Parliament showed support for an 
innovative European hydrogen market,” said German MEP Jens Geier, who drafted the 
motion on behalf of the Socialists and Democrats (S&D). 

Green lawmakers and environmental activists, on the other hand, were furious. “As Greens, 
we cannot support demands for financial and regulatory support for so-called ‘low carbon 
hydrogen’, claiming it is needed for a transition period,” said Henrike Hahn, a German Greens 
MEP.  

“MEPs got this wrong. So-called ‘low-carbon’ ‘bridging technology’ hydrogen is a high-carbon 
bridge to nowhere,” said Camille Maury from the WWF. 

“Hydrogen can be an energy of the future on the sole condition that it is produced from 100% 
renewable energy,” added Damien Carême, a French Green MEP and shadow rapporteur on 
the report. 
 

➢ Renovation 

• Workshop: Accessible & affordable financing (3 June 2021) 

Source: European Commission 

As part of the European Green Deal, the Commission adopted on 14 October 2020 a strategic 
Communication “Renovation Wave for Europe – greening our buildings, creating jobs, 
improving lives”. 

The communication contains an action plan with specific regulatory, financing and enabling 
measures for the years to come and pursues the aim to at least double the annual energy 
renovation rate of buildings by 2030 and to foster deep renovations. This goal requires a 
revision of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive. The revision will focus on provisions 
that are central to boosting building renovation. 

The Commission gathered the public’s view on the Inception Impact Assessment of the EPBD 
(22 February – 22 March) and will shortly launch a public consultation on the revision of the 
directive. 

http://www.alienoreu.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/workshops-preparation-revision-epbd/workshop-accessible-affordable-financing-2021-jun-03_en
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In addition, the Commission is launching a series of 5 workshops aiming to obtain 
stakeholders input to the preparation of the revision.  

The last one will take place on 3 June and will focus on accessible and affordable financing. 

Draft agenda and registration will follow shortly. You will be able to find them through the 
link above.  
 

http://www.alienoreu.com/

